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salaries for Europeans took the place of the previous
system of licensed plunder. After the successful
war against Tippoo, in which, by the way, we had the
assistance of the Mahrattas and the Nizam, Lord
Cornwallis continued his reorganisation of the
administration in Bengal and other districts, many
of the judicial arrangements being great improve-
ments on the previous system of Sir Elijah Impey.

But Lofd Cornwallis' main administrative achieve-
ment will always be considered the Permanent Land
Settlement in Bengal.    This much-debated measure
has been looked upon from very different points of
view since its first enactment in  1793.    It was, in
fact, a huge blunder.    The revenue collectors with
whom he made the permanent settlement, thus turn-
ing them into owners of the soil and constituting
them a landed aristocracy, were in reality not more
owners  of the  soil  than the   peasants whom they
represented,   and  from   whom   they  collected   the
revenue ; nor was their position secure save during
good behaviour.    They could be, and were, removed
if they  failed  to   satisfy  the Government   or  the
villagers.    The infrequency of such removals was
no evidence of the permanence of their position, still
less, assuredly, of their claim to be dealt with as sole
owners of the soil at a fixed payment for ever, with
the right to treat all below them as mere tenants
subject   to  their  will.    Yet this   was the  position
which, in spite of all protests, the Board of Directors
authorised Lord Cornwallis to give the zemindars.
The  result has been that we not only  created  a
landed   aristocracy   of   the   most  oppressive  kind
where none of a similar character had existed before,